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I. 

This coming week will mark the 113
th

 anniversary of the dedication of this church. 

 

The Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was consecrated on November 29, 1906. 

 

That was Thanksgiving Day, which was no accident. 

 

The dedication of the cathedral on that day 

symbolized the compatibility of Catholic faith and American society. 

 

Now, the church didn’t look like this on the day it was dedicated;  

it was more plain. 

 

The stained-glass windows were added later on, 

as was much of the ceiling paneling. 

 

Three windows in the ambulatory, which designates the perimeter of the sanctuary, 

were installed during the cathedral’s silver jubilee, in 1931. 

 

The center window depicts the feast we celebrate today: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe; Christ the King for short. 

 

There are some interesting details to note about this window: 

 

1. Christ is pointing to his Sacred Heart, 

which is a reference to the title of the church. 

 

2. Christ is holding the fleur-di-lys, or three-pronged “flower of the lily.” 

 

That is a reference to the Trinity. 

 

3. And finally, Christ is clad in priestly vestments. 

 

So, what does it all mean? 
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II. 
The key to understading Jesus’ kingship is Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 

 

 The Cross is Christ’s “throne.” 

 

It’s in dying that Jesus reveals the extent of his love: the Sacred Heart. 

 

And it’s at the Crucifixion that Jesus most clearly reveals God as a Trinity of 

Persons: the fleur-di-lys. 

 

Jesus’ Paschal Mystery 

—his suffering, Death, and Resurrection— 

is the perfect sacrifice offered to the Father; 

hence the priestly vestments. 

 

 That’s also why the window is lined up with the altar, 

 where that sacrificed is renewed in each celebration of the Mass. 

 

The Cross is the key to Christ the King. 

 

The Kingdom over which Jesus reigns is the fulfillment of the divine plan, 

God’s action in the world: 

rescuing humanity from sin and drawing us into communion—a profound union—

with God. 

 

As we heard in the Second Reading, 

 

 “He delivered us from the power of darkness 

  and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

This is what one of the thieves on the Cross perceives about Jesus: 

that he shouldn’t be on the Cross 

—he’s done nothing wrong— 

but that even from the Cross, Jesus can definitively change his life. 

 

This “good thief” acclaims Christ as King when he says to him, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
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And Jesus’ response indicates that are meant to belong to God’s kingdom: 

“Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Christ is king—he has authority—over the entire universe: 

 

“All things were created through him and for him. … 

that in all things he himself might be preeminent.” 

 

And Christ has accomplished the mission that his Father entrusted to him. 

 

But there is still work to be done in the world; 

God’s plan moves forward to fulfillment. 

 

St. John Eudes (1601–1680), a French priest who lived in the 1600s, 

wrote with great insight: 

 

 “The mysteries [events in the life] of Jesus 

 are not yet completely perfected and fulfilled. 

 They are complete, indeed, in the person of Jesus, 

 but not in us, who are his members, 

 nor in the Church, which is his mystical body. … 

He wants to give us a share in them  

and to accomplish and continue them in us.” 

 

That is the power of Christian faith and Catholic practice, 

especially the sacraments: 

to be transformed by the Son of God. 

 

That is the power of living fully our Catholic faith: 

praying each day,  

reading the Bible,  

undertaking works of mercy and charity, 

striving to live the Church’s moral teaching, 

regularly confessing our sins in the Sacrament of Penance, 

attending Mass each Sunday and holy day of obligation, 

and receiving Holy Communion frequently. 
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III. 

An inscription appears above most crucifixes: INRI. 

 

It stands for Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudaeorum: 

“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 

  

There is a variation of that inscription in today’s Gospel: 

 

“Above him there was an inscription that read, 

‘This is the King of the Jews.’” 

 

That inscription is filled with irony because while it’s true on one level, 

no one—except the good thief—understands its deeper meaning. 

 

That Christ is King of the whole Universe. 

 

And that he wishes to be King of our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 


