
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year C) 

 

November 3, 2019 

 

Wisdom 11:22–12:2  2 Thessalonians 1:11–2:2  Luke 19:1–10 

 

I. 

Three weeks ago, a seminarian of our diocese was ordained a transitional deacon: 

Julio Reyes, who’s from El Salvador. 

 

His ordination took place at the 5:15 p.m. Mass on Sunday. 

 

I was thrilled that so many students from Catholic Campus Ministry at VCU  

were able to be there. 

 

Deacon Julio’s parents were not able to be on hand, 

but they watched everything over livestream. 

 

And the bishop of Deacon Julio’s home diocese, Zacatecoluca, 

performed the ordination within the Mass that Bishop Knestout celebrated. 

 

The church was filled; 

there was a huge turnout from Hispanic parishioners throughout the diocese. 

 

 Obviously, for them, this was a great moment of pride. 

 

 I joked with Deacon Julio that the Mass seemed like a canonization! 

 

In his opening remarks at the Mass, 

Bishop Knestout mentioned that there was a Confirmation class in attendance. 

 

That really got my attention. 

 

They were seated in the front pew of the transept on the St. Joseph side  

of the Church. 

 

These young people had gotten to know Deacon Julio that summer, 

at the diocesan Workcamp that rebuilds homes for those in need in southwest 

Virginia. 
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II. 
To me, that ordination was a double witness. 

 

First, a young man, Julio, gave his life to God and to the Church. 

 

 There’s a vivid, poignant expression of that truth in right of ordination, 

when the ordinand lies prostrate on the floor as the Litany of Saints is 

chanted. 

 

The second witness was that class of confirmands. 

 

 They were seated in the front pew with rapt attention, 

 clearly moved by what they were witnessing. 

 

III. 
Confirmation is the sacrament of Christian witness, 

which means that it is the sacrament of the Church’s mission. 

 

The mission of the Church is for us to proclaim the Gospel of Christ’s Death and 

Resurrection, for the forgiveness of sins, in daily life. 

 

Of all the sacraments, Confirmation is the most misunderstood. 

 

There are several reasons for this. 

 

For convoluted historical reasons,  

Confirmation has come to be received after First Holy Communion, 

usually during adolescence. 

 

For this, people often say something like this: 

 

“In Confirmation, a young person makes a definitive commitment to the faith, 

because his or her parents and godparents did this for him or her in Baptism.” 

 

So, Confirmation is a kind of “graduation” in the Church. 

 

No! This is not the meaning of Confirmation. 

 

 Rosalia and Stefano, who will be confirmed today: 

Promise me that you will never say this! 
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We do not commit to the Catholic faith once; 

we are meant to recommit to it, and give witness to it, every day. 

 

Confirmation is a renewal of Pentecost, 

when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles 

and empowered them to proclaim the Gospel. 

 

Whereas the Apostles were afraid to give witness before, 

locked as they were in the Upper Room in Jerusalem, 

now they gave witness to their faith. 

 

Of course, witness to Christian faith does not begin in Confirmation; 

it starts with Baptism. 

 

But the sacrament is called “Confirmation” because it confirms or strengthens 

Baptism with a special gift of the Holy Spirit for the sake of giving witness. 

 

Witness begins with conversion, 

a topic that takes us to the Gospel. 

 

Zacchaeus, the tax collector, 

experiences a conversion that leads to his giving witness. 

 

We can see in this story that repentance is not just about moral improvement; 

it’s about returning home; it’s about fulfillment. 

 

We get a sense of this in the reading because we’re told that, 

Zacchaeus, who was eager to see Jesus, 

“received him with joy” in his house. 

 

Notice how Zacchaeus’s personal encounter with Christ flourishes into witness. 

 

The occasion for this witness is a predictable, petty human response: 

“When they all saw this they began to grumble.” 
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Then comes the compelling, beautiful moment of Zachaeus’s witness: 

 

“Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, 

and if I have extorted anything from anyone 

I shall repay it four times over.” 

 

We can find in this reading a kind of “anatomy” of conversion, 

a way to go deeper in our faith, 

so that it’s not just one part of our life, 

but rather our reason for living. 

 

First, Zacchaeus is curious; he’s interested in Jesus. 

 

Second, he does something about it: 

he runs ahead and climbs the sycamore tree so that he can see Christ. 

 

Third, Zacchaeus responds to Jesus, who says, 

“Today I must stay in your house.” 

 

 Of course, that’s not just about physical hospitality; 

 it’s about friendship. 

 

And fourth, Zacchaeus is unafraid to amend his life. 

 

IV. 

Rosalia and Stefano: 

congratulations on your Confirmation today. 

 

You will receive a special gift of the Holy Spirit  

for the sake of the Church’s mission. 

 

A mission to be fulfilled in daily life: 

at home, at work, and in all your activities. 

 

Thank you for your witness to Jesus Christ. 

 


