
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year C) 

 

November 17, 2019 

 

Malachi 3:19–20a  2 Thessalonians 3:7–12  Luke 21:5–19 

 

I. 

Last Saturday was the 30
th

 anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

 

In connection with that milestone, 

an interesting article appeared in the Washington Post. 

 

It was about the ongoing, painstaking work to reassemble torn documents  

from the Stasi, the dreaded East German secret police. 

 

The Stasi kept files on 5.6 million East Germans. 

 

When the Berlin Wall came down,  

Stasi agents began to shred their files. 

 

Then the shredders failed, so Stasi agents began to tear the files by hand. 

 

Today, in the former headquarters of the East German secret police, 

archivists are trying to piece together those hand-torn fragments— 

all 1.5 million pages of them. 

 

The archivists only try to reassemble documents that have fewer than eight tears; 

otherwise it’s just too difficult. 

 

One archivist said the following: 

 

“I sometimes have the feeling that they knew exactly what to tear up. 

Unimportant things only get a single tear,  

but important things: the more important, the smaller the pieces.” 

 

It’s a laborious effort, 

but motivating it is the conviction is that each citizen who was surveilled  

has a right to know about it.  
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II. 
Today’s Gospel is about perceiving signs correctly: 

 

“Teacher… what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?” 

 

The people are asking about the end of the world; 

Jesus broadens the discussion by teaching us about the meaning of our lives. 

 

There will be difficulties—“wars and insurrections”— 

but “it will not immediately be the end.” 

 

Christ goes on to explain that his followers will experience persecution: 

 

“Before all this happens, however, 

they will seize and persecute you, 

they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, 

and they will have you led before kings and governors 

because of my name.” 

 

They—we—will have to pay a price for our faith. 

 

This weekend, adults preparing to receive the sacraments at Easter 

—Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist— 

are taking an important step. 

 

They publicly declare their desire to receive the preparation necessary  

to receive Baptism; or in the case of those who were already baptized, 

to fully join the Church; or for Catholics who were baptized but never received 

religious education, to complete their Christian initiation. 

 

In a sense, these adults have “pieced together” the clues of their lives and found 

meaning in the only One who can bring our lives to fulfillment: Jesus Christ. 

 

It’s not simply the case that they have found a home here,  

in this particular parish or campus ministry. 

 

No, it’s far grander: they have found Jesus Christ,  

and the fullness of his presence in the Catholic Church. 
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During November, as the liturgical year comes to end 

the biblical readings turn toward the end-time, 

and toward what is ultimate for our lives. 

 

The entire worship of the Church help us to see 

 “the life of the world to come,” 

as we call it in the Creed. 

 

Christianity—faith in Jesus Christ—is about big things and little things. 

 

Expansive views that are glimpsed amid what is routine and ordinary. 

 

After all, God became man in Christ; 

the Son of God is both human and divine; 

heaven has touched earth. 

 

Testimony to Christ is lived out in ordinary life. 

 

The catechumens and candidates have made various sacrifices thus far,  

and those sacrifices and work will continue 

as they prepare for the Easter sacraments. 

 

Christ declares in the Gospel: 

“It will lead to your giving testimony.” 

 

The catechumens and candidates remind us of the gift we’ve been given, 

and the responsibility that is ours: 

to proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior by all that we say and do. 

 

The end-time, which we glimpse at the end of the liturgical year, 

is about where our lives are ultimately headed. 

 

It’s a sobering reality that prompts important questions: 

 

What kind of person do I wish to be? 

 

What kind of world do I want to live in? 

What kind of Christian do I aspire to be? 
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We answer those questions by how we live right now, 

by how we endure difficulties with God’s grace. 

 

By how we continue to give witness to our faith even when it costs us: 

“By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


