
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

 

December 15, 2019 

 

Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10  James 5:7–10  Matthew 11:2–11 

 

I. 

During our last year in the seminary, 

my class had several meetings with members of the faculty to discuss various, 

concrete aspects of priestly ministry. 

 

I distinctly remember one of those sessions, 

which dealt with the day-to-day life of a priest. 

 

The faculty member seemed a bit surprised at how specific and practical  

our questions were: 

 

 One of us asked: “How do you set up your office?” 

 

 Another asked, “What exactly do you do on the first day of work?” 

 

Through six years of seminary formation, 

one receives a great deal of education and experience in a parish, 

but no one can be fully ready for priestly ministry. 

 

II. 
It’s difficult—perhaps impossible—not to have expectations. 

 

Expectations can be helpful in preparing us and guiding our behavior. 

 

But they can also become obstacles, 

particularly when it comes to God. 

 

We want him to do certain things in a certain way. 

 

And when he doesn’t fulfill our expectations, 

we sometimes get frustrated or walk away. 

 

There is a clear theme on this Third Sunday of Advent: 

rejoicing, even amid unfulfilled expectations and incomplete work. 
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Even the great St. John the Baptist himself had expectations about the Christ  

that were not fulfilled. 

 

John expected a fiery judgment along the lines of his preaching, 

which we heard last week. 

 

John heard about Jesus and his miracles and preaching, 

but he wasn’t sure if he was the Messiah or Christ, 

so he sent messengers. 

 

Jesus’ response doesn’t exactly answer John’s question: 

“Are you the one who is to come?” 

 

Jesus reiterates what John has heard, and in a way,  

forces John to look at his own expectations concerning the Christ: 

 

 “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind regain their sight, 

  the lame walk, 

  lepers are cleansed, 

  the deaf hear, 

  the dead are raised, 

  and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” 

 

The Son of God did not fulfill John’s expectations; 

John had to adjust them. 

 

Without that change of expectations, 

we risk losing sight of what God is doing. 

 

Today, the Church urges us to rejoice even though things are incomplete: 

our expectations may not have been fulfilled,  

God’s work in the world is unfinished until Christ’s Second Coming, 

and our own journey toward holiness is ongoing, 

and there are still two weeks of Advent left. 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete or “Rejoice” Sunday  

based on the Entrance Antiphon for today’s Mass. 
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The text is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: 

 

 “Rejoice [Gaudete] in the Lord always; 

  again I say, rejoice [gaudete]. 

 The Lord is near.” 

 

As an expression of joy, 

the rose or pink candle on the Advent wreath is lit. 

 

Likewise, the priest may wear rose-colored vestments. 

 

There is still a way to go 

—in Advent, in our lives, and in the fulfillment of God’s plan for the world— 

but we should rejoice because “God is near.” 

 

“Near” means that God is present and active. 

 

Advent, especially Gaudete Sunday, expresses the truth of our lives: 

that we await God’s salvation, the completion of his work. 

 

Belief in what God has done for us,  

awareness of his presence in our lives now, 

and hope (meaning confidence) that God will bring to fulfillment what he 

promised—those are the reasons for our joy. 

 

“Rejoice… again I say, rejoice.” 

 

Rejoice is a command, and a choice—not a feeling. 

 

Life does not have to be perfect—it never is—in order for us to rejoice. 

 

Even when our expectations are unfulfilled, 

we can rejoice because there are other things that God is doing, 

perhaps more significant than what we regard as important. 

 

We rejoice because God is always at work in the world, 

and there is always more for him to do in our lives. 

 

 


