
THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (YEAR A) 

 

January 12, 2020 

 

Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7 • Acts 10:34–38 • Matthew 3:13–17 

 

I. 
The VCU Catholic Campus Ministry trip to Puerto Rico was an adventure. 

 

We were there for two earthquakes, including one that was 6.4 magnitude, 

and multiple aftershocks. 

 

We took all of the necessary precautions and remained safe. 

 

But we were also rattled in a different sense, 

as we grappled with the uncertainty of when another earthquake might strike. 

 

The students were fantastic throughout our time in the island, 

as they dealt with the lack of electricity and other inconveniences. 

 

 They also looked out for one another. 

 

The ordeal provided its own lessons: 

 

1. Natural disasters happen somewhere else until they don’t 

 

2. Life is not easy 

 

3. Most people don’t live as comfortably we do here in the United States 

 

4. One can remain calm even when there is adversity 

 

5. It’s always possible to show compassion to others 

 

6. Faith in God is a source of strength and wisdom in dealing with difficulty 

 

Of course, none of us expected to have this experience. 
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II. 

Today’s feast commemorates another unlikely and even puzzling event: 

the Baptism of the Lord. 

 

“Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan 

to be baptized by him. 

John tried to prevent him, saying, 

‘I need to be baptized by you, 

and yet you are coming to me?’” 

 

Jesus, the sinless Son of God, 

submits to a baptism of repentance administered by a holy yet sinful man. 

 

 Why? 

 

“Allow it now, 

 for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

 

Jesus’ response is vague, 

but it seems to indicate that his being baptized will change John’s baptism, 

in the sense of bringing it to fulfillment. 

 

Jesus’ Baptism is not for repentance, since he is innocent; 

something else happens: 

 

 In the waters of the Jordan, 

 Christ is revealed as the Son of God: 

 

“After Jesus was baptized, 

he came up from the water and behold, 

the heavens were opened for him, 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming upon him. 

And a voice came from the heavens, saying, 

‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’” 

 

It’s not that Jesus began to be God’s Son at the moment of his Baptism; 

he always was that. 

 

But now his identity was revealed or manifested. 
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This is why the Baptism of the Lord is considered an epiphany, 

and is therefore celebrated during the Christmas season, 

even though Jesus was about thirty years old at the time. 

 

The Church traditionally reckons three epiphanies: 

the visit of the Magi, the Baptism of the Lord, 

and the changing of water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana. 

 

Jesus’ manifestation as the Son of God at his Baptism also reveals our identity: 

we are adopted children of God. 

 

In a sense, we hear an “echo” of the divine words spoken at Jesus’ Baptism  

when we are baptized: 

 

 “This is my beloved son / my beloved daughter, 

  with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Because in becoming human, 

Christ unites himself to every man and woman. 

 

 We could say that Jesus takes us with him  

when he is plunged into the waters of the Jordan. 

 

Jesus makes us his brothers and sisters 

—the adopted children of God— 

by undergoing his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 

 

 His Baptism foreshadows that event: 

 he submits; 

 he is immersed; 

 and he is pleasing to God because he carries out the Father’s will. 

 

 The cleansing action of the Baptism points toward the purification from sin 

achieved by Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection. 

 

This epiphany of Jesus’ Baptism pivots on unlikelihood and juxtaposition: 

John baptizes Jesus. 

 

Baptism empowers Christians to do unlikely things, 

to live differently the world. 
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It’s not that all of our actions have to be dramatic; 

heroic living can take place in ordinary circumstances. 

 

This is what Christians do: 

they become a living “epiphany” or manifestation of God’s power 

by what they say, think, and do. 

 

Holiness is a window to God’s presence, action, and power, 

which are manifested concretely in people’s lives. 

 

III. 

During our week in Puerto Rico, 

our group celebrated Mass each day, 

even when there was no electricity. 

 

On a few occasions,  

people in the neighborhood saw the candles burning in the church during our Mass, 

and so they came to join us. 

 

This is what Christians are: 

lights in the darkness. 

 

The light—our holiness—is not our own merit, 

but rather the presence of God that leads us to love others. 

 

When Christ was baptized in the Jordan, 

God’s voice thundered, revealing him as his beloved Son. 

 

Christ’s disciples have his power, 

since they have discovered his love and experienced his mercy. 

 

We are Christ’s witnesses in the world. 

 

  

 

 

 


