
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

[CHRISTMAS] 
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I. 

Last Friday, I made the most important decision thus far  

in my tenure as the rector of this cathedral: 

 

I closed the office at midday  

so that the staff and I could go see the new Star Wars movie. 

 

At the theatre, as we were waiting for the rest of our group to arrive, 

I started getting antsy because it was almost time,  

so I said to some of the staff members: 

 

 “I need to go into the theatre now. 

 I don’t want to miss the previews, because they will help me to prepare. 

 It’s all part of the experience.” 

 

That statement drew a few chuckles and an eyeroll. 

 

But it is an experience, as movies are: 

for the next 2 ½ hours, you enter another world. 

 

 That world is obviously made-up,  

but it bears some resemblance to our own, real world. 

 

And then it’s time to leave. 

 

Now the staff had asked me if I wanted to be part of the carpool  

to and from the theatre. 

 

I politely declined on these grounds: 

“I need time alone in order to process the movie.” 

 

 They laughed at me, but it was true! 
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II. 
In Christ, God completely entered our world in order to rescue us from sin. 

 

This is what we celebrate at Christmas. 

 

It’s what the angel declares to the shepherds: 

 

“I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

Today in the city of David a savior has been for you  

who is Christ and Lord.” 

 

Christmas is not simply the historical commemoration of Jesus’ Birth. 

 

It’s the celebration of something even more epic: 

God’s coming among us to save us from sin and death. 

 

We call this the Incarnation, 

which means “taking flesh”—God’s becoming human. 

 

That’s why tonight, when we profess the Creed, 

we will kneel as we recall the Incarnation: 

 

 “For us men and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary.” 

 

From the moment of his Birth, 

the Son of God entered our world completely, except for sin, 

including the concrete circumstances of human life and human frailty: 

 

Jesus was born at a specific time, which is part of being human: 

 

 “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus  

that the world should be enrolled.  

 This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.” 
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And Jesus was born in a specific place: 

 

 “Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, 

  to city of David that is called Bethlehem. 

  because he was of the house and family of David.” 

 

And from the very beginning, 

Jesus experienced the difficulties of human life: 

 

 “She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 

  because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

 

Unlike a movie, God does not leave our world. 

 

 He remains with us. 

 

By assuming our condition completely, except for sin, 

Christ has come to know our weaknesses and hardships. 

 

Then he suffered and died to take away our sins. 

 

In this way, he changed our world forever. 

 

As St. Paul tells us in the Second Reading, 

  

 “The grace of God has appeared, 

  saving all and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires 

  and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age.” 

 

There is a need to process, understand, and reflect on this momentous event. 

 

This is what the shepherds did: 

they went to Bethlehem and then they returned home differently. 

 

Christmas—the Incarnation—is just the first step. 

 

The Christ Child then grew and matured. 
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As a man, he undertook a public ministry, 

and then accomplished his mission by dying for our sins  

and being raised from the dead. 

 

In other words, 

there is more to see, to hear, and to experience. 

 

So, a word of encouragement: 

Go deeper in your faith, especially if you’ve been away from the Church. 

 

Take the next step. 

 

If you haven’t been practicing, return on Sunday for Mass. 

 

If you feel far from God,  

confess your sins in the Sacrament of Penance with confidence in God’s mercy. 

 

The prophet Isaiah declares to us: 

 

 “The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

  upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 

  a light has shone.” 

 

That light is Jesus Christ. 

 

He’s real, and he entered our “real world” completely. 

 

The whole universe is different because of Christ. 

 

Now our lives await their fulfillment: 

 

 “For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, 

  and the rod of their taskmaster 

  you have smashed, as on the day of Midian.” 

 

We can return home differently tonight, 

because God has come among us. 

 

Merry Christmas. 


