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I. 
As I mentioned before, 

last month I was in Puerto Rico, during the earthquakes there. 

 

Following the 6.4 magnitude quake,  

the power went out across most of the island. 

 

In Spanish, it’s customary to say in such situations: No hay luz. 

 

 “There’s no light.” 

 

The equivalent expression in English would be, “The lights are out.” 

 

 But we might also say, “There’s no electricity,” 

 or, “The power is out.” 

 

In Spanish, the connection between light and electrical power is stronger. 

 

The technical term for loss of power is apagón. 

 

Translated literally, this means, “an extinguishing,” 

in the sense of lights being extinguished. 

 

No hay luz: there’s no light. 

 

That’s a dire situation. 

 

II. 
Today’s feast, the Presentation of the Lord, declares that Christ is the light: 

He gives meaning and hope to our lives; 

he is the purpose of every person’s life. 
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As the holy man Simeon proclaims in the Gospel, 

 

 “My own eyes have seen your salvation, 

  which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples, 

  a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

  and glory for your people Israel.” 

 

Given the theme and imagery of light, candles are blessed on this day, 

and so the feast came to be called, in English, “Candlemas.” 

 

We prayed during the blessing of candles at the beginning of Mass: 

 

 “Sanctify with your blessing these candles, 

 which we are eager to carry in praise of your name, 

 so that, treading the path of virtue, 

 we may reach that light which never fails.” 

 

Light is a beacon; people gather around it. 

 

Today’s feast commemorates the Presentation of Jesus in the Jerusalem Temple 

forty days after his birth. 

 

As the Introductory Address to Mass explained, 

 

 “Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law, 

  but in reality he was coming to meet his believing people.” 

 

Looking more closely at the Gospel, 

we see that, even in infancy, Jesus gathers a community around him. 

 

It’s fascinating that the gathering in the Temple includes people of all ages: 

the Christ Child, who of course is in youth; 

Mary and Joseph, who are adults; 

and Simeon and Anna, who are aged. 

 

Christ is light for everyone, for whatever they need at a given period of life. 

 

The Church is the gathering of Christ’s followers. 

 

But we are not a club for the “in-crowd” or the elite. 
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We are a Church because we are gathered around Jesus Christ, who is our light. 

 

The Church is a communion: we are united to God and therefore to one another. 

 

But the Church doesn’t just care about itself. 

 

The Church exists for the sake of the world, 

to bring all people to the light, who is Christ. 

 

Significantly, the Second Vatican Council echoed Simeon the just man 

by calling its document on the Church Lumen gentium:  

light of the peoples or nations. 

 

The opening of this document explains how the Church is a communion  

and that it has a mission: 

 
“Christ is the Light of nations.  

Because this is so, this [council]… desires… 

to bring the light of Christ to all men,  

a light brightly visible on the countenance of the Church.” 

 

The document continues: 

 

“Since the Church is in Christ…  

a sign and instrument both of a very closely knit union with God  

and of the unity of the whole human race,  

it desires now to unfold more fully… its own inner nature and universal mission”  

(no. 1). 

 

The Church is where we encounter Christ the light, 

so that we can then radiate that light to others. 

 

Communion and mission. 

 

Simeon offers us a compelling example. 

 

The moment when Simeon’s life is fulfilled  

is also the moment when he gives a stirring public witness: 
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“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace… 

for my eyes have seen your salvation… 

a light for revelation to Gentiles, 

and glory for your people Israel.” 

 

In other words, Christ isn’t just for him; Christ is for everyone. 

 

We radiate the light of Christ to the extent that we come toward the light. 

 

 Communion leads to mission. 

 

So, I have words that I would like to address to those who don’t feel that close to the 

Church, or who are not particularly involved in the life of the parish: 

 

I’m grateful that you are here. 

 

You are part of the Church; we need you. 

 

Please know that I would love for you to be more involved, 

if your circumstances permit it, and if you would like to do so. 

 

And if there’s anything I can do to help you, please let me know. 

 

III. 
Back to Puerto Rico. 

 

When there was no power—when the lights were out— 

our group of students from CCM at VCU still gathered for Mass. 

 

It was dark, but some lanterns gave us enough light to celebrate the Mass. 

 

People from the neighborhood began coming to the church. 

 

They were half-apologetic for coming to our Mass. 

 

They said to me afterward, 

“Father, we saw the lights, and so we came.” 

 

Christ is the light for all peoples. 

 

Filled with that light, we shine for others. 


