
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR A) 

 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

January 26, 2020 

 

Isaiah 8:23–9:3 • 1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17 • Matthew 4:12–23 

 

I. 
On Tuesday, 

I had the good experience of teaching the class for RCIA, 

which is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

 RCIA designates the process whereby adults enter the Catholic Church. 

 

It was a good “vibe” as they say, 

in the sense that the participants were focused and asked good questions  

about topic, which was the Sacraments of Christian Initiation: 

Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. 

 

I use the word “vibe” deliberately,  

since I began by discussing the term “catechumen,” 

which refers to adult candidate for Baptism. 

 

“Catechumen” and the related term “catechesis,”  

which refers to instruction in the faith, are derived from the Greek word “echo.” 

 

This etymology is significant: 

the word of God is meant find an echo—it’s meant to resound— 

in the hearts of those who prepare for Baptism. 

 

A catechumen is therefore a “hearer” of the word of God. 

 

II. 

The word of God 

—the message that God has revealed— 

guides our lives and saves us. 

 

The word ultimately refers to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 

who is the Word of God made flesh. 



 2 

To say that Christ is the Word is means that he fully reveals God to us. 

 

The word or message of God is contained in Scripture—the Bible— 

as well as in unspoken traditions of the Church, beginning with the Apostles:  

this is Tradition. 

 

Tradition also refers to the handing on of Scripture in the life of the Church:  

for example, in the celebration of Mass. 

 

Pope Francis has perpetually designated today,  

the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

as the Sunday of the Word of God. 

 

This designation is meant to help us discover the treasure of the Bible. 

 

III. 
In the written word of God (Scripture), 

we can read—actually, we can “hear”—the call of Jesus Christ. 

 

According to today’s Gospel,  

which narrates the beginning of Christ’s public ministry  

and the call of the first apostles, 

 

“Jesus began to preach and say, 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 

 

We see that Jesus’ call, which is universal, is also personal. 

 

Because the next verses of the Gospel tell us about the calling of the first disciples: 

 

“As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, 

casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 

He said to them, 

‘Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” 

 

Jesus’ call is personal because it is addressed to specific persons 

—in this case, Andrew and Peter— 

and because it is communicated in terms that can be understood— 

in their case, fishing. 
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The call for each person to know and follow Christ wholeheartedly  

is embedded in the Bible. 

 

According to the great insight of St. Jerome (347–427 AD), 

Christ speaks to us in the Bible. 

 

As Jerome famously declared,  

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” 

 

So, an encouragement: 

If you would like to go deeper in your faith,  

if you would like to know God better, 

then read the Bible. 

 

I recommend reading the Bible as the Church reads the Bible; 

that is, liturgically. 

 

A good practice is to read the Sunday Gospel each day of the week, 

and to ponder its meaning. 

 

Here’s a simple method of lectio divina (sacred reading), 

the time-honored practice of meditating on Scripture. 

 

1. Begin with silence 

 

2. Read the text several times 

 

3. Ask yourself: Is there a particular phrase or image that jumped out at me? 

 

4. What does this phrase or image mean? 

 

5. What does the phrase or image mean for my life? 

 

“When Jesus heard that John had been arrested… 

He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, 

in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet 

might be fulfilled: 
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Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles, 

the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, 

on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death 

light has arisen.” 

 

Christ himself is the fulfillment of the word of God. 

 

Even though a terrible event had taken place 

—the arrest of John the Baptist, which soon led to his death— 

this became the occasion for Jesus to begin his public ministry. 

 

Christ echoed the John’s call to repentance  

and began to show through his miracles and teaching  

that God was now present I the world in a new way. 

 

Likewise,  

the word of God guides us through difficulty and all the circumstances of life. 

 

In a few months, those in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

will receive the sacraments and enter the Church at Easter. 

 

They are finding fulfillment in their own lives, 

and they are reminding us of the treasure we have already received. 

 

That Jesus Christ continually calls out to us: 

 

 “He called them,  

and immediately they left their boat and their father  

and followed him.” 

 

The Gospel never tells us why they responded so promptly and generously. 

 

Regardless, as we listen to that story and perceive ourselves in it, 

our own lives can supply the missing information. 

 

We are meant to respond promptly and generously, 

as we hear Christ’s call in Scripture. 

 


