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I. 
The stained-glass windows that line the nave or body of the cathedral  

were not there when the church was dedicated in 1906. 

 

They were added later, in 1956,  

to commemorate the cathedral’s golden jubilee. 

 

The windows were made in Limoges, southwestern France 

by the artists Francis and Pierre Chigot. 

 

Those windows tell a story;  

they narrate the events of Christ’s work of salvation. 

 

They are worth a closer look. 

 

The windows to your right, on the Floyd Avenue side of the church, 

can be correlated with Christmas and Epiphany:  

“The Incarnation,” “The Nativity,” “Jesus in the Temple,”  

and “The Marriage in Cana.” 

 

And then there is a pivot as we move to your left, 

to the Cathedral Place side of the church: 

“Power of the Keys,” “The Eucharist,” “The Crucifixion,” and “The Resurrection.” 

 

(The “Power of the Keys” is perhaps as an homage to the first cathedral of the 

diocese, St. Peter’s.) 

 

The other windows narrate the events that are commemorated  

during Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. 

 

So, at this point in the Church’s calendar, 

we’re moving, as it were, from one side of the cathedral to the other. 
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II. 
Similarly, our lives are meant to pivot during these holy seasons. 

 

We’re meant to undergo conversion during Lent 

so that we can experience new life  

by commemorating more devoutly the Resurrection of Christ at Easter. 

 

Conversion is a pivot; 

it is the decision to change, 

to try to choose God over Satan, virtue over vice, and holiness over sin. 

 

The penances we undertake during Lent are tools  

that give us greater leverage in choosing God. 

 

The choices we make come into sharp relief on this First Sunday of Lent, 

as we hear the account of Jesus’ temptations. 

 

Temptations are not solely occasions for sin; 

they are just as much opportunities for choosing God. 

 

That’s what Christ does: 

he not only rejects the Devil; he also chooses God. 

 

We get a sense of that in Jesus’ various retorts to Satan: 

 

1. In response to the temptation for quick and easy nourishment,  

by turning stones into bread, Jesus declares:  

  

 “One does not live on bread alone, 

  but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” 

 

2. In response to the temptation to recklessly prove himself,  

by jumping from the top of the Temple, Jesus says: 

 

“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” 

 

3. In response to the temptation for power, by worshipping Satan, 

Jesus is insistent: 
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“The Lord, your God you shall worship 

 and him alone shall you serve.” 

 

The reality of temptation means that sin is dangerous, 

and that our human condition is weak and precarious. 

 

Only with God’s help can we choose the Lord over sin. 

 

Catholics can never say, “The Devil made me do it.” 

 

Whereas the classic Protestant position regarding the human condition 

after original sin is that we are totally depraved, incapable of choosing good, 

the Catholic Church has rejected that view  

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 406). 

 

In the Catholic understanding, our will has certainly been wounded by original sin 

—we are inclined to sin (concupiscence)— 

but we are still capable of choosing good, only and always with God’s help  

(no. 405). 

 

We have two good examples of that truth this weekend. 

 

Earlier today (yesterday), 

the catechumens or adult candidates for Baptism became members of the Elect. 

 

 They have chosen to receive Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist; 

they have decided to undergo preparation  

through the Rite of Christian of Adults (RCIA); 

they are striving to turn more and more away from sin. 

 

Bp. Knestout has, in turn, chosen them 

—elected them— 

for the Easter sacraments. 

 

At this Mass (yesterday), 

baptized persons seeking to enter the Catholic Church, 

or Catholics in need of additional instruction for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

will undergo (underwent) the Call to Continuing Conversion. 

 

They will (have) declared their intention to keep moving closer to God. 
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The testimony of the catechumens and candidates is an encouragement for all of us 

to strive for ever-greater holiness of life. 

 

III. 

The Our Father, or Lord’s Prayer, 

captures the reality of temptation, the possibility of choosing good, 

and our need for God’s help: 

 

“Lead us not into temptation.” 

 

This petition does not mean that God seeks to induce us to sin, 

as if we somehow needed to beg him not to do so. 

 

Here, the Catechism of the Catholic Church (no. 2846) 

quotes the Letter of James, which is emphatic on this point: 

 

 “God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts no one” (1:13). 

 

The Catechism explains that, 

“‘Lead us not into temptation’ implies a decision of the heart” (no. 2847). 

 

The Catechism goes on to say that temptation is a battle, 

and that we can only be victorious through prayer—by being joined to God. 

 

According to the Catechism, 

 

“It is by his prayer that Jesus vanquishes the tempter,  

both at the outset of his public mission and in the ultimate struggle of his agony. 

In this petition to our heavenly Father [in the Lord’s Prayer],  

Christ unites us to his battle and his agony” (no. 2849). 

 

As in all things, Christ has gone before us: 

in his Incarnation, by becoming one of us, in the temptations, 

and in the Crucifixion and Resurrection, 

 

 That’s what the stained-glass windows are saying. 

 

Christ chose to fulfill the Father’s will. 

 

We can choose to follow him. 


