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I.
Eighteen infants have been baptized at the font in the back of the church 
during Covid.

Even when Mass could not be celebrated publicly,
we were able to baptize, and we did so.

When I perform a Baptism with a mask on, and others have their masks on,
this is a reminder of how important this sacrament is.

I commend parents for ensuring the baptism of their children.

Baptism, according to the Church, is the “gateway” to eternal life
(Council of Florence, 1439).

The word “baptism,” from Greek, the original language of the New Testament,
means “immersion.”

In the sacrament of Baptism, 
the tangible immersion into water points to an intangible immersion 
into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

That participation in the event of salvation cleanses sin, 
it restores our relationship with God, 
it makes us adopted children of God,
and it incorporates us into the Church.

Baptism is therefore a treasure—
the promise of eternal life that a Christian is to inherit.



Because Baptism is so important,
the parents and godparents make a promise to God, in the midst of the Church,
to rear their children in the Catholic faith.

In other words,
the parents and godparents promise to help the child 
discover, unpack, and “cash in” the treasure they received in Baptism.

II.
The Church uses a special word to designate this instruction in the Christian faith:
catechesis.

The term is derived from the Greek word “echo.”

The sense of catechesis is the “resounding” of the word of God in a person’s life, 
so that he or she grows in holiness.

The Church in the United States designates today as Catechetical Sunday
because children and young people have returned to school,
and all of us are reminded of the importance of being schooled 
in our Catholic faith.

The importance of catechesis—instruction in the faith—
stems from the “generosity” of Baptism.

Generosity because God shares his life with the person who is baptized—
a profound, life-altering grace is given, which is meant to be received and applied.

Generosity, too, because the parents hand on the gift of faith to their children.

Generosity has to do with abundance and with going beyond oneself; 
in that sense, it is dynamic. 

We see in today’s Gospel that God is, by nature, generous.



By contrast, we human beings are so often petty.

In the parable, 
the landowner goes out several times during the day to get people moving,
to give them work.

Even at five o’clock, the landowner asks, and we can perceive dismay in his voice:
“Why do you stand here idle all day?”
This parable illustrates that God is both generous and just,
whereas as we, by contrast, are often stingy and judgmental.

The key line—the clincher of the parable—comes at the end:
“Are you envious because I am generous?”

A word about parables.

A parable is a literary device, a figurative expression;
it is not meant to be taken literally.

Therefore, today’s parable is not a lesson in economics,
nor in sound fiscal management, nor in astute business practices.

The parable is a story that conveys a deeper point;
in this case, that God is both generous and just.

A parable often has a twist—
a surprise ending—
that is meant to catch the listener off guard, to rattle him or her,
and in that way to prompt deeper reflection.

Today’s parable certainly does that.

Consider the lead-up to the surprise ending: 

“When the first came, they thought that they would receive more,
but each of them also got the usual wage.”



The surprise ending—
the paradox that the those who worked the least received the same wage—
ultimately points to the paradox of Christ’s death and resurrection:
the paschal mystery.

God saves humanity by sending his own Son,
who accomplishes that feat by dying and then rising.

There are many surprises to God’s way of doing things,
which confound human expectations.

As God says through the prophet Isaiah in the First Reading,

“My thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
As high as the heavens are above the earth,

so high are my ways above your ways
and my thoughts above your thoughts.”

All catechesis—
instruction in the faith—
seeks to help a person discover and tap the power of the paschal mystery
that is at work in baptism.

As Pope St. John Paul II wrote in a document called “Catechesis in Our 
Time” (Catechesi tradendae, 1979),

“The primary and essential object of catechesis is, 
to use an expression dear to St. Paul… ‘the mystery of Christ.’ 
Catechizing is in a way to lead a person to study this mystery 
in all its dimensions… 
The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch 
but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ: 
only He can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit 
and make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity” (no. 5).



The “mystery of Christ” is the power of his death and resurrection that works in us,
beginning in baptism, and renewed in every offering of the Mass.

It is the generosity of God that continually molds us.

Why would we want to live any other way?
 


