
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

August 21, 2022 

 

Isaiah 66:18–21 • Hebrews 12:5–7, 11–13 • Luke 13:22–30 

 

I. 

Last Sunday afternoon I attended a reunion: 

a picnic with friends who were involved with Catholic Campus Ministry 

when I was a student at William and Mary, from 1994 to 1998. 

 

We try to get together each year, 

although we hadn’t done so for two years because of the pandemic. 

 

At this point, 

my friends’ oldest children are entering college. 

 

Just behind them, 

several have gotten their driver licenses and learner’s permits. 

 

There are plenty of younger children also. 

 

I’ve celebrated the weddings of some friends, 

and I’ve baptized some of their children I see each year at the get-together. 

 

It’s interesting to me to see the children develop through the years. 

 

This becomes evident in the kickball game, 

which is a staple of the picnic. 

 

It’s always kids versus adults. 

 

Some of the kids protest, understandably, 

that the grown-ups are bigger and can kick the ball farther. 

 

But the kids automatically get two rotations of their batting order each inning, 

which seems like a fair compromise. 
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This year after the kickball game,  

as the adults were chatting at one table, 

the kids were at another. 

 

They’re at the age where they don’t want to be with their parents, 

which is normal. 

 

I got to laughing because one of the kids,  

who’s in middle school, 

was keeping a close eye on the adults. 

 

At one point, she heard her name and blurted out: 

“Are you talking about us?” 

 

So, the children are developing socially: 

they’ve gotten to know one another, which is nice, 

and they’re becoming appropriately independent. 

 

II. 
Human relationships are meant to develop. 

 

The same is true with our relationship with God: 

it’s meant to develop—to deepen—as we go through life. 

 

Today’s Gospel strikes a harsh tone. 

 

Jesus teaches that eternal life with God— 

what we call “heaven”— 

requires our passing through a “narrow gate.” 

 

Behind this teaching is something beautiful: 

the human capacity to truly know God, 

and to have a meaningful relationship with him. 

 

Heaven is not a place,  

but rather union—communion—with God. 

 

Preparation for that union is a relationship with God— 

a friendship. 
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We see in the parable that knowing about God is one thing; 

really knowing him is another: 

 

“You will say, 

‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’ 

Then he will say to you, 

‘I do not know where you are from.  

Depart from me, all you evildoers!’” 

 

Christ is not interested in being a superficial acquaintance of ours; 

he wants to be the center of our lives. 

 

In the end,  

being separated from Christ is the source of everlasting pain. 

 

This is how the Church defines hell: 

eternal separation from God. 

 

“There will be wailing and grinding of teeth 

when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 

and you yourselves cast out.” 

 

There are no elites in the Kingdom of God. 

 

God loves each person infinitely; 

he calls each man, woman, and child to share in his life. 

 

Our being gathered for the Mass anticipates and ushers in the Kingdom. 

 

We come from different places,  

we have different experiences, 

but we are gathered together around the table of Christ’s sacrifice: 

 

“People will come from the east and the west 

and from the north and the south 

and will recline at table in the kingdom of God.  

For behold, some are last who will be first, 

and some are first who will be last.” 
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An encouragement for all of us, 

regardless of our religious experience: 

 

Let’s go deeper in faith; 

let’s go deeper in life; 

let’s practice the Catholic faith fully. 

 

That’s how we can develop a relationship—a friendship—with God: 

by praying each day, 

by attending Mass each Sunday, 

by regularly confessing our sins in the Sacrament of Penance, 

by caring for the poor, 

and by participating in the work of the parish or campus ministry. 

 

IV. 
The last word today goes to a man whom the Church honored this past week: 

St. John Eudes (1601–1680),  

a French priest who lived during the 1600s. 

 

He’s especially important for us, 

who worship in this cathedral church dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 

 

Father Eudes promoted to devotion to the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

 

He wrote movingly about what the Heart of Christ means. 

 

In a sense, he gives us a meditation on the beautiful Sacred Heart window  

behind the altar and tabernacle. 

 

St. John wrote the following: 

 

“We have the heart of the King of kings… 

Yes, this admirable heart is mine… 

because he himself has given it to me… 

to be… my treasure, 

but also to be the rule of my life and my actions.” 

 

This is communion with Christ: 

to enter into his relationship with the Father. 
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That’s what changes our outlook on life,  

and how we live it each day. 

 

It’s not so much a task as a discovery. 

 

The discovery takes time, 

and it emerges in our conscience and in our prayer. 

 

St. John Eudes goes on to say that, 

 

“You give us your heart that we may love the Father and yourself 

with same heart and with the same love with which you love us.” 

 

This is what it means to live: 

to be joined to God in everything. 

 

To live with him now, and for eternity. 


