
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

September 18, 2022 

 

Amos 8:4–7 • 1 Timothy 2:1–8 • Luke 16:1–13 

 

I. 

The history of this cathedral reflects the history of the Diocese of Richmond: 

 

Over the course of two centuries, 

there has been plenty of difficulties and struggles, 

but also perseverance and modest growth. 

 

The story of this cathedral begins with St. Peter’s— 

now the Pro-Cathedral of St. Peter— 

which is located across the street from the Virginia State Capitol. 

 

That church was dedicated in 1834. 

 

At the time, 

Richmond was a diocese but had no residential bishop. 

 

When the second bishop of the diocese, 

Right Reverend Richard V. Whelan,  

came to Richmond in 1841, 

St. Peter’s became a cathedral. 

 

Through the years, 

St. Peter’s was expanded and renovated, 

but it was still too small. 

 

Plans for a new cathedral began in 1865— 

the year the Civil War ended— 

during the tenure of the third bishop of Richmond, 

Right Reverend John McGill. 

 

That year, 

Bp. McGill purchased the plot of land where this cathedral is situated. 

 

But there wasn’t enough money to build a church. 
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The fifth bishop of Richmond, 

Right Reverend John J. Keane, 

decided to lease this land to a florist in 1883. 

 

For this reason, 

I think it’s especially significant that we have beautiful flowers each Sunday: 

 

It’s an homage to this cathedral and its history. 

 

II. 

That decision by Bp. Keane is interesting and significant. 

 

Even though he very much wanted to build a new cathedral, 

he knew it would take a long time, 

so he figured he might as well get some income from the land in the meantime. 

 

Any leader has to make that kind of a decision. 

 

The situation is not perfect, 

but the decision brings about some good, 

and it leads to the ultimate goal. 

 

That’s the virtue of prudence at work, 

which is the focus of today’s parable in the Gospel.  

 

III. 

The glossary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church defines prudence like this: 

 

“[It is] the virtue which disposes a person to discern the good 

and choose the correct means to accomplish it.” 

 

The Catechism explains that, 

 

“With the help of [prudence] 

we apply moral principles to particular cases without error 

and overcome doubts about the good to achieve 

and the evil to avoid” (no. 1806). 
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The Catechism also quotes St. Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274), 

who uses a wonderful expression for prudence. 

 

Thomas calls prudence “the charioteer of the virtues” (no. 1806). 

 

In other words, 

prudence “steers” the other virtues,  

in the sense of applying them to the real world. 

 

Today’s parable of the dishonest steward is convoluted 

and requires some explanation. 

 

First, let’s remember that a parable is a figure of speech; 

it’s not meant to be interpreted literally. 

 

A parable is a brief story with a surprise ending 

that helps to impart a lesson. 

 

In this case, 

the twist is that the master commends the dishonest steward— 

for acting prudently. 

 

In keeping with the custom of the time, 

a steward would add typically add interest to a debt 

in order to keep that amount for himself. 

 

The steward knows that he’s being fired  

for having “squandered his [master’s] property.” 

 

So, in collecting his master’s debts, 

the steward cleverly forgoes the interest he would normally collect for himself 

in order to ingratiate himself with the debtors. 

 

Those revised promissory notes reflect the true amount owed to the master— 

that is, they exclude any interest for the steward. 

 

But, in the long run, 

the steward has wisely made some friends—his master’s debtors. 

 

So, the parable concludes with the following statement: 
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“The master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently.” 

 

The parable is interesting  

because it reflects the complexity and rough-and-tumble of real life. 

 

We often have to make difficult decisions, 

and we don’t have unlimited time or perfect information. 

 

And we often have to choose between options that aren’t ideal. 

 

These decisions come up all the time: 

in rearing children, in medical care, at work, and so on. 

 

“The children of this world 

are more prudent in dealing with their own generation 

than are the children of light.”  

 

Jesus is teaching us to use wisely all that we have been given 

for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

That includes material wealth, for sure, 

but more broadly, 

all of our gifts, talents, and opportunities. 

 

Often, I think, 

we have a distorted and unrealistic view of how God works. 

 

At one extreme, 

we can think that God is only at work when we have a direct experience of him— 

as in a mystical revelation. 

 

Those phenomena are real but they are relatively rare. 

 

At the other extreme, 

we can fall into the trap of identifying conscience with intuition. 

 

In other words, 

we can presume, conveniently, that God approves whatever we feel is right. 

 

But that’s not always the case. 
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We must follow our conscience, 

but our conscience must also be formed: 

by Christ’s teaching as explained by the Church, 

and freed from our often selfish motivations. 

 

Developing a deep and abiding friendship with God 

helps us to act in good conscience, 

with prudence. 

 

That friendship develops over the course of daily prayer, 

frequent reception of the sacraments, 

and the practice of penance and works of charity. 

 

IV. 

I mentioned at the outset Bp. Keane’s decision to lease the land  

for the new cathedral to a florist. 

 

The Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was not built during Bp. Keane’s tenure. 

 

It finally rose from the ground 18 years after he left Richmond. 

 

Bp. Keane—by then Abp. Keane—returned for dedication of this church. 

 

In fact, it was his honor to preach the sermon on the big day. 

 

He had made a modest and prudent decision years before, 

and in that way he contributed to the work of building a new cathedral. 

 

The providence of God provides, 

and it works through efforts of all members of the Church. 

 

“The person who is trustworthy in very small matters 

is also trustworthy in great ones.” 

 

God is looking to make an investment in us. 

 

He will do great things when we give him our lives. 


