
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

October 16, 2022 

 

Exodus 17:8–13 • 2 Timothy 3:14–4:2 • Luke 18:1–8 

 

I. 

You may have read in the bulletin that I was out of the office this past week. 

 

I was in Newport News for the priest convocation: 

the annual gathering of the priests of the Diocese of Richmond. 

 

There about 150 active priests, 

who serve 138 parishes across 36,000 square miles of territory. 

 

Out of 176 dioceses in the United States, 

Richmond is the 26th largest.  

 

Because the priests of the Richmond Diocese are so spread out, 

the convocation is the one time each year  

where we can gather together with our bishop. 

 

The convocation includes time for prayer, Mass, continuing theological education, 

and priestly fraternity. 

 

The annual convocation reminds me of the diversity of the Richmond priesthood 

with respect to race, ethnicity, nationality, and age. 

 

Speaking personally, 

I make an effort to talk to those priests I don’t know that well. 

 

I also find that I have to get reacquainted with those I know better, 

because each priest is so busy in his parish. 

 

The priest convocation, for me, is about relationships with other priests. 

 

II. 

Relationship is also, I think, at the heart of Jesus’ teaching on prayer 

in today’s Gospel. 
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The introduction tells us the purpose of the story that follows: 

 

“Jesus told his disciples a parable 

about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.” 

 

Let’s remember that parables are figures of speech; 

they are not meant to be interpreted literally. 

 

God is likened—surprisingly—to an unjust judge. 

 

God, of course, is just a judge. 

 

So, if an unjust judge will do what is right because someone persists in asking, 

all the more will God do so: 

 

“Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says.  

Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones 

who call out to him day and night?  

Will he be slow to answer them?” 

 

Christ tells us that God wants to “render justice for us.” 

 

In other words, 

God wants to give us what is good for us, what we need. 

 

Jesus explains what this means by posing a question: 

 

 “When the Son of Man comes, 

  will he find faith on earth?” 

 

Our experience is that God doesn’t always give us what we ask for. 

 

Faith is important because it’s an attitude—a relationship— 

that defers to God, 

realizing that he sees what we do not. 

 

God will always give us what we need, 

but not always what we want. 

 

God will give us what we need for us to live supremely for him. 
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Bearing in mind that the parable is a figure of speech, 

we cannot wear God down by pestering him. 

 

God is on our side, 

and he will give us what we need. 

 

Persistence in prayer helps to ask for the right things 

and to receive and apply those things. 

 

Prayer fosters our relationship with God. 

 

That was the insight of the great St. Augustine of Hippo (354–430 AD): 

 

He says that God knows what we need before we ask him, 

but he wants us to ask him— 

for our sake, and not for his. 

 

Augustine says that prayer is an exercise of the heart, 

like opening a sack large and wide  

so that we can receive what God wants to give us. 

 

Trust between God and us develops through prayer. 

 

III. 

Persistence in prayer involves not just individual personal prayer, 

which is essential for the life of each Christian, 

but also communal liturgical prayer. 

 

That is the prayer of the whole Church, 

to which we belong. 

 

The perfect and complete prayer is the Holy Mass, 

because it is a renewal of the sacrifice of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 

So, a thought: 

Let’s pray the Mass, and not just come to Mass. 

 

Let’s go deeper, 

by singing the hymns, 

making the responses clearly and in unison, 
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listening attentively to the readings, 

and hanging on every word that the priest prays on our behalf. 

 

Mass is a spiritual exercise. 

 

Active or actual participation—interior and exterior— 

is the key its bearing fruit in our lives. 

 

The liturgy or communal prayer of the Church extends beyond the Mass. 

 

It also includes the worship of the Eucharist outside of Mass. 

 

This is what we Eucharistic exposition and benediction or, more colloquially, 

Eucharistic adoration. 

 

In that rite, 

we pray before the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharistic host. 

 

For the past year, 

I’ve been encouraging all parishioners to attend Eucharistic adoration monthly, 

when the parish comes together for a holy hour on the third Tuesday of the month, 

from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 

The holy hour for October will be on Tuesday. 

 

I invite you to come, 

especially if you’ve never prayed that way. 

 

It’s a fantastic way to persevere in prayer by coming before Christ himself, 

in the company of others. 

 

There, to deepen our relationship with God. 

 

So that we can receive what God already wants to give. 

 

  

  


