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First Sunday of Advent
Advent Wreath
By custom, the Advent wreath is blessed and lit on the First Sunday of Advent, both in the church and in the home. The wreath
functions as a calendar for the season, as the Church waits—in the sense of preparing and looking forward—to the first coming of
Christ at Christmas, and to his Second Coming (Parousia) at the end of time.
According to the Book of Blessings, “The candles represent the four weeks of Advent and the number of candles lighted each
week corresponds to the number of the current week of Advent. The rose candle is lighted on the Third Sunday of Advent, also
known as Gaudete [“rejoice”] Sunday” (no. 1511).
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MASSES
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 12:00 N
Wednesday: 12:00 N
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Tuesday: 6:00–7:00 p.m.
CONFESSIONS
Wednesday: 5:30–6:30 p.m.
OFFICE AND CHURCH HOURS
Monday–Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

This Week at the Cathedral

Prayers

Saturday, November 26
5:00 p.m. Mass (+Hugh and Maeve Breslin)
Sunday, November 27: First Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Mass (Luke Tracey) (Cathedral Facebook Livestream)
11:00 a.m. Mass (+Thomas Schall)
5:00 p.m. Mass (Cathedral parishioners)
Monday, November 28
		 Church closed until 5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m. Open House
7:00 p.m. Catholic Charities Christmas Concert
Tuesday, November 29
12:00 N Mass (+Holy Souls in Purgatory)
6:00 p.m. RCIA
6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday, November 30
7:30 a.m. Lauds (bit.ly/cshlauds)
5:30 p.m. Confessions
6:30 p.m. Mass (+Timothy Kolb)
Thursday, December 1
12:00 p.m. Mass (+Collective Month's Mind)
6:30 p.m. Cathedral Choir rehearsal
Friday, December 2
10:30 a.m. Mass at the Virginia Home
12:00 N Mass (Margaret Hansen)
Saturday, December 3
10:00 a.m. Parent and Child Program
10:00 a.m. Baptism Liturgy
2:00 p.m. Wedding
5:00 p.m. Mass (Cathedral parishioners)
Sunday, December 4: Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Mass (+Allen West) (Cathedral Facebook Livestream)
10:05 a.m. PREK–Middle-School Catechesis
10:05 a.m. Children's Choir
11:00 a.m. Mass (+Anna Johnson)
12:15 p.m. Social Ministry Meeting
3:40 p.m. CCM Choir Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. Mass (+Kathryn Joyce)

Sick: Mary Lynn Applegate, Aleen Causieestko, Joan DeBiasi, Mary Drexler,
Jacob Einwechter, Francis Fletcher, William (Bill) Fox, Katherine Harder, Robert
(Bobby) Locke, Margaret (Peggy) Ross, Lee Wexler, Michele Whitehurst,
Alberta Winston.

Social Ministry Committee Meeting

December 4 | Following the 11:00 a.m. Mass | Parish Hall
The next social ministry committee meeting will be on December 4 following
the 11:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall. The committee will coordinate the
various outreach activities and monthly service projects of the parish,
and also develop new advocacy, outreach, and service opportunities for
parishioners. These opportunities will focus on the corporal works of mercy
and the seven key themes of Catholic social teaching.

Our Greatest Treasure

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):

Christopher Bradshaw, Alyssa Burton, Tyler Cobb, Chelsey Cocke, Ryan
DeMarmels, James Detrick, Laura Hild, Kristen Inglis, Janak Jaini, Hunter
Knight, Jill Krais, Moran Lejman, Anastasia Madden, Jillian Mauriello, Desmond
McArthur, Allison Moose, Colleen Moran, James Moran, Victoria Rojaas, Jovon
Sayles, Shana Sweezy, Amanda Webster, Jonathan Williams.

Immaculate Conception
December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and a holy day of obligation. This feast commemorates our
belief that Mary was conceived without the stain of original sin, and so
became a pure, immaculate vessel for Christ the Lord. The Virgin Mary,
honored under this title, is the patroness of the United States.
Three Masses will be offered on the feast of the Immaculate
Conception: Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. (confessions will be
heard beforehand at 5:30 p.m.), and on Thursday, December 8 at 12:00 N
and 6:30 p.m.

Weekly Offertory Collection
For Fiscal Year beginning 7/1/2022
The Cathedral is grateful for last week’s collections.
Second Collection
December 10: Cathedral Preservation
December 25: Cathedral Foundation
Special Collection
December 3: Catholic Charities
2022–2023
		
Last Week Year-to-Date
			
Regular Offertory
Amount Budgeted
$13,178
$314,096
Amount Received
$11,529
$267,504
Difference
-$1,649
-$46,592
We are $44,676 below last year,
a 14% decrease in Offertory collections.

"The inexhaustible richness of this sacrament is expressed in the
different names we give it. Each name evokes certain aspects of
it. It is called: Eucharist, because it is an action of thanksgiving to
God. The Greek words eucharistein and eulogein recall the Jewish
blessings that proclaim—especially during a meal—God's works:
creation, redemption, and sanctification."

Social Justice
Poor and Needy
Haiti
Catholic Campus Ministry

$35

$3,027

—Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1328

Religious Education

$50

$1,718

Cathedral Preservation

$290
$1,913
$37

$15,175
$16,807		
$12,153

Children & Youth Catechesis
Children’s Pageant & Blessing of the Nativity
Costume Pick-up & Brief Rehearsal*
Help us tell the story of the birth of Jesus and be a part of the blessing of our
beautiful crèche. Angels and Shepherds are needed for the pageant. Ages
4 to 18 are invited to participate. Register your child or teen to participate
today at bit.ly/cshpageant.
*Costume pick-up and brief rehearsal date and times, only need to
attend one:
• Sunday, December 18

12:30–1:15 p.m. (following 11:00 a.m. Mass)

• Monday, December 19

6:00–6:45 p.m.

Children's Choir

RCIA Dinner
A simple, yet powerful way you can be involved in the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is to help provide a light dinner for the RCIA
sessions; breaking bread together is the way we begin each week. Please
sign up to provide a light dinner for one of the Tuesday night RCIA sessions
at https://bit.ly/3KdppCa.

Adult Confirmation
Adult Confirmation is for Catholic adults who have already received
Baptism and First Holy Communion. For more information about RCIA
and/or adult Confirmation, please contact Maria Thorsen (mthorsen@
richmondcathedral.org).

Small Groups Registration Open:
Last Week to Sign Up!

The Children’s Choir resumes and will sing at the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve

Registration is open for small group opportunities for Advent! Come

Mass. Consisting of students from 2nd through 8th grades, the choir will be

together with other Cathedral parishioners in a small group setting.

led by Mrs. Amy Hruska, a Cathedral parishioner with over forty years of

Groups will meet once a week for three sessions. After you sign up for a

music education experience. She has conducted the Children’s Choir since

small group, we will share details on picking up your book and the specific

2016. Attendance at all rehearsals is mandatory. Contact Amy Hruska to

home address for each host. Sign up at bit.ly/smallgroupcsh.

register (aghruska@verizon.net).

• West End Group: Wednesdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and 14 | 7:00–8:30 p.m.

Schedule:

• Southside Group: Wednesdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and 14 | 7:00–8:30 p.m.

•

Sunday, December 4:

10:05–10:50 a.m. (parish office)

•

Sunday, December 11:

10:05–10:50 a.m. (parish office)

•

Sunday, December 18:

10:05–10:50 a.m. (parish office)

•

Friday, December 23:

10:00–11:00 a.m. (church)

Diocesan Youth Conference
February 10–12, 2023

The Diocesan Youth Conference (DYC) is a highly energetic and engaging
opportunity for our high school teenagers to gather as a larger Church
community and celebrate the richness of our Catholic faith. Save $50 if
you register before November 30. Grades 9–12 will get priority registration
until November 22. Registration is limited. Please contact Joy Weir (jweir@
richmondcathedral.org) if you would like more information.

Adult Catechesis
Becoming Catholic:
Discover a Beautiful Faith Here in the Catholic Church
We welcome new members into the Catholic faith through the process
of education and faith sharing, known as the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA). This process includes several stages marked by prayer,
study, discussion and Gospel reflections.
Would you be interested in the RCIA? Would you like to learn more
about the Catholic faith? Perhaps you have never been baptized. Perhaps
you are baptized in another Christian denomination, or you have been
baptized Catholic and have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
We welcome your questions and look forward to walking with you on your
faith journey.
If you are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, please
contact Maria Thorsen (mthorsen@richmondcathedral.org).

• Northside Group : Mondays, Nov. 28, Dec. 5 and 12 | 7:30–9:00 p.m.
(The Northside Group is for young adults, ages 18-35.)

Young Adults
December 6: Theology on Tap | Amigos Family Restaurant
1808 Staples Mill Road | Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
Food and beverages need to be purchased by
guests by 6:55 p.m. Fr. Capuano will be speaking on
Identity and Mission in the Christian Life.
December 13: Monthly Holy Hour | Cathedral | 6:00–7:00 p.m.

Parish Life
Choir and Continuo Organs Demonstration
Check out the extended video demonstration of the new continuo and
choir organs at the Cathedral by visiting the Cathedral’s YouTube page
at bit.ly/cshyt or go to YouTube and search for “Cathedral of the Sacred
Heart, Richmond, VA.”

No Room at the Inn Nativity Exhibit
December 2–4 | 8275 Meadowbridge Rd.
No Room at the Inn, an exhibit of 200 Nativity sets from around our
world will be held at Church of the Redeemer, 8275 Meadowbridge Rd.,
Mechanicsville, Va. 23116, December 2–4. An adults-only preview gala will
be held Friday, December 2, 7:00–10:00 p.m. The evening will feature the
Nativity exhibit, refreshments, music, and live/silent auctions. Tickets for
the Gala are $25.00 in advance or $30.00 at the door and may be purchased

Priesthood Ordination

at the church office or online at ChurchRedeemer.org.

Parishioners are encouraged to attend the priestly ordination of Rev. Mr.
Armando Herrera, which will take at the Cathedral on December 10 at
10:30 a.m.
A Cathedral parish has the unique privilege of hosting the most
important celebrations in the life of the local Church (diocese). This
privilege also carries a special obligation to pray for those who give their
lives in service to the Church.

p.m. and on Sunday, December 4, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Visit the children’s

December 10 | 10:30 a.m.

“Is it not I, Your Mother, Who is Here?”:
A Holy Hour in Commemoration of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Tuesday, December 13 | 6:00–7:00 p.m.

Each month, a holy hour takes place that includes exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Scripture, sacred music, silent prayer, and benediction. The
holy hour is a way to deepen one’s love and appreciation for the Eucharist,
which is Christ himself.
This month’s holy hour will focus on Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose
feast day is observed on December 12. On the outskirts of Mexico City in
1531, the Virgin Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego (1474–1548), saying to
him, “Do not let your heart be troubled, and let nothing upset you. Is it not
I, your Mother, who is here?”

The exhibit will be open on Saturday, December 3, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00
area for touchable nativities, dress-up and crafts. Weekend tickets are
$5.00 for adults and $1.00 for children. Proceeds from the exhibit will
benefit My Path Forward, Mechanicsville Churches Emergency Functions'
emergency housing program, and our mission in Haiti. For details visit
churchredeemer.org/no-room. Like and share us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/No-Room-At-The-Inn-Mechanicsville-VA and Instagram @
noroomattheinnnativities.

Service Opportunities
Coming Soon: Advent Giving Tree
The Cathedral will be continuing its annual Advent Giving Tree tradition. A
tree decorated with ornaments will be placed by the Cathedral entrance.
If you would like to participate in this project, you will be able to take
one or more ornaments, and then drop off the requested items under
the tree, with the ornament attached. Financial gifts can be dropped off
in the collection baskets or at the Cathedral office (please write checks to
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, with the organization in the memo line.)

Angelus
Throughout Advent, the Angelus will be prayed before each Mass. This is
a beautiful prayer that recounts, in capsule form, the Incarnation (Christ’s
coming among us as a man). The Angelus is a powerful Advent prayer that
welcomes the Son of God into our lives. This follows the example of Blessed
Mary, who welcomed the Son of God at the Annunciation (Luke 1:26–38).

Livestreaming Volunteers
Volunteers are needed to help livestream the Sunday 9:00 a.m. Mass.
Training and equipment are happily provided. The time commitment
is approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes per Sunday. If you would like to
volunteer to conduct the livestreaming of the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass,
please contact Fr. Tony (tmarques@richmonddiocese.org).

Knights of Columbus Breakfast with Santa
December 17 | 9:00 a.m. | Parish hall

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! It’s time to register for the
Knights of Columbus Breakfast with Santa. It’s free but you must register
by Monday, December 11, so there is enough food and an age appropriate
toy for each child from Santa. Visit bit.ly/cshsanta to register.

Teen Volunteers for Breakfast with Santa
There will also be a Santa’s Gift shop for the children to shop for gifts
for mom and dad (so bring a few dollars to give them to shop). Middleschool and high-school students can volunteer to help in the Santa’s
Gift Shop. Registration to attend or volunteer is available on the www.
richmondcathedral.org website (popup box), flocknotes, or at bit.ly/
cshsanta.

QR Code for Parking
Parking Validation for
Saturday & Sunday Mass
ONLY

Valid until June 30, 2023

When you park in the VCU Deck (801 W.
Main St.), you must do the following:
1 - PULL & KEEP A TICKET TO ENTER DECK
2 - Use this code from this bulletin OR
3 - Take a photo of the code with your
smart phone
4 - When leaving the deck, insert your
ticket first, then when asked for payment,
scan the code and the gate will open.

The
Advent
Giving Tree
St. Francis Home

Saint Francis Home is a social ministry of the Catholic Diocese of
Richmond which provides an affordable, loving home and quality assisted care
for older adults who have limited financial means. Because our mission focuses on serving
those who cannot afford the high costs associated with assisted residential care, the funding gap
between the actual cost of care and the income we receive averages about $1,200 per month
(or $14,400 per year) for each of the Home’s residents. As a result, Saint Francis Home depends
heavily on generous donations from the community to keep the doors open and to continue offering a wide
range of engaging programs and nurturing services to ensure our residents remain safe, happy, and healthy.

All Saints Catholic School

All Saints is an accredited Pre-K through eighth grade Catholic school of high moral expectations and academic rigor
located in Richmond’s Ginter Park. It is a parochial school that values all cultures, creeds, religions, and races. Individualized
learning flourishes with a student/teacher ratio of 15:1 and a dynamic faculty of which over 50% have advanced degrees. All Saints
offers After School Care, high school credits, and a curriculum immersed in technology and STEM activities such as
its award-winning LEGO Robotics program. Please take a round, wooden ornament from the tree to support All Saints!

Grace and Peace Community Ministries

The purpose of Grace & Peace Community Ministries is to provide hope and healing for our neighbors in the
Raven Street Community, in Mosby Court North housing projects. We serve 76 families in this community by
intentionally building relationship and advocating for each family. We offer programs focused on building life skills,
spiritual formation, advocacy, church bus ministry, connecting people to community resources, retreats for youth and adults,
summer camps, mentoring, discipleship, educational, employment and meal sharing. One meaningful way you can partner with
us is to contribute to our meal sharing programs that help us nurture relationships with our families as well as offer spiritual
nourishment retreats. We are grateful for your generosity! Visit graceandpeacerva.com to learn more. Grace and Peace is
requesting checks in any amount. Please make the checks out to the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, with Grace and Peace in
the memo line, and deposit in the collection baskets at the Cathedral entrance, or at the Cathedral office.

Circle Center Adult Day Services

At Circle Center aging adults receive the care and services they need during the day so their family
caregivers can work without worry or get the respite they need from 24/7 caregiving. Your donations of food,
program supplies, and other wish list items support our rich program of engaging activities. Our mission is to
champion the independence and well-being of aging adults and their care partners
by providing comprehensive, personalized care for daily life.

The Cathedral - St. Bridget Haiti Committee

The Haiti Committee is our parish twinning project carried out by both Cathedral and St. Bridget parishes.
Through your generous donations, the Committee supports the needs of an elementary school and a medical
clinic in Carissade, Haiti. Our children in Carissade greatly appreciate you! Please consider making a donation
of $10, $15, $25 or $50+ towards St. Paul’s school provisions this holiday season through the Advent Giving Tree.
Please make checks out to Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, with “Haiti Committee” in the memo line,
and drop them in the collection baskets at the Cathedral entrance, or at the Cathedral office.
Please take an ornament from the Giving Tree at the Cathedral entrance, and place the requested gifts under
the tree with the ornament attached to indicate the recipient and contents. Financial gifts can be dropped off in
collection baskets or at the Cathedral office. Checks should be made out to the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, with the
recipient organization in the memo line.

