
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

November 6, 2022 

 

2 Maccabees 7:1–2, 9–14 • 2 Thessalonians 2:16–3:52 • Luke 20:27–38 

 

I. 

The great Michelangelo sculpted the Pietà (The Piety) in 1498 and 1499. 

 

He was just 24 years old at the time. 

 

He overheard peoplr saying that another artist was the sculptor. 

 

So, at night, Michelangelo chiseled his name on that masterpiece.  

 

It appears on the strap running across Mary’s breastplate:  

 

MICHELANGELO BUONARROTI, FLORENTINE, MADE THIS. 

 

He later regretted his decision,  

which was made out of vanity. 

 

Because of Christ’s position in the sculpture— 

his head is leaning back— 

it’s difficult to see his whole face. 

 

But a bird’s eye view shows a younger-looking man with a light beard. 

 

And there is a resemblance between Mary and her Son, 

as there most certainly was. 

 

The Pietà is a beautiful profession of the Christian belief in the Incarnation: 

the Son of God became fully human while remaining completely divine. 

 

And because Christ was human, 

he was able to die on the Cross. 

 

Christ was also raised from the dead. 

 

His resurrection was the beginning of the resurrection of the dead. 
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II. 

Death is defined as the separation of the soul from the body. 

 

That separation is only temporary. 

 

At the end of time, 

each person’s soul will be reunited with his or her body. 

 

We profess this belief each week in the Creed,  

when we say, 

“I look forward to the resurrection of the dead.” 

 

November marks the end of the liturgical year. 

 

During this time, 

the Church focuses on what are called the four “Last Things”: 

heaven, hell, judgment, and purgatory. 

 

These Last Things are summarized in another phrase we recite in the Creed: 

“the life of the world to come.” 

 

The resurrection of the body will take place before the Last Judgment. 

 

Both the just and the unjust— 

those in heaven and in hell— 

will receive their bodies again, 

which will be immortal  

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 997–999, 1001, 1038). 

 

As Christ declares in today’s Gospel, 

 

“Those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age 

and to the resurrection of the dead… 

can no longer die, 

for they are like angels.” 

 

All of this means that the body is essential to being human. 

 

The body is not just a shell for the soul to inhabit. 
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We can’t be human without the body. 

 

The body is good because God created it. 

 

And Christ himself had a human body that was resurrected. 

 

So, we have an obligation to care for our bodies  

without becoming obsessed with them. 

 

And we have a duty to care for the bodily needs of others— 

the corporal works of mercy— 

as we try to do with our monthly service project. 

 

This is why the Church insists that the body of a deceased person  

be treated with the greatest respect. 

 

The Church prefers that the body be present for a funeral, 

although cremation is permitted. 

 

The reason is that the body is a clearer expression of the resurrection to come. 

 

Likewise, 

this is why a person’s mortal remains are incensed at a funeral: 

 

It’s a sign of dignity, 

and a profession of faith in the resurrection. 

 

And let’s not forget the Eucharist, 

which is the body and blood of Christ— 

in other words, 

Jesus Christ himself. 

 

“That the dead will rise 

even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, 

when he called out ‘Lord,’ … 

and he is not God of the dead, but of the living, 

for to him all are alive.” 
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The good news is that there is no part of lives, 

including the body, 

which does not belong or relate to God. 

 

Christ came among us, 

receiving a body from his Mother, Mary. 

 

He suffered and died for us, 

and then rose from the dead. 

 

As we profess in the Creed, 

 

“He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.” 

 

Christ’s body is in heaven—in the Trinity— 

but he still present in the Church, 

which is his “mystical” or spiritual body. 

 

He is joined to us now, 

and he wants to take us with him. 

 

III. 

In the Pietà, 

Mary cradles the body of her Son. 

 

That poignant scene is as human as it gets. 

 

Christ received his body from his Mother, Mary. 

 

And Mother Mary received her resurrected body, in the Assumption, 

from her Son. 

 

That scene is a sign of things to come. 

 

The “life of the world to come,” 

when our bodies will be raised, 

and we hope to be with God forever. 


