
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

 

November 27, 2022 

 

Isaiah 2:1–5 • Romans 13:11–14 • Matthew 24:37–44 

 

I. 

I’ve been in the new rectory for three weeks and I love it. 

 

It’s hard to say which is better: 

the proximity to the church or the views of park and the Cathedral. 

 

I’m still in the throes of unpacking. 

 

It’s hard to figure out which items should go where. 

 

And I get easily distracted when I come across some of my personal “treasures.” 

 

Work came to a halt when I found my old Tom Petty CD. 

 

There was another work stoppage when I spotted my Larry Bird basketball card, 

still in mint condition! 

 

Yesterday, I unearthed three vintage VHS cassettes, 

so, of course, I had to text a picture of them to all of my friends and acquaintances. 

 

Everything at the rectory has been going smoothly, 

except for the mail and the cable and Internet hook-up. 

 

That has been an ordeal. 

 

Those tasks are tied for the amount of unnecessary frustration they generate. 

 

The overall challenge for me has been to make progress unpacking  

while getting all of day-to-day tasks done here at the parish. 

 

This has been a reminder of how we live our Christian lives: 

 

Being aware of their ultimate meaning and our destiny 

as we go about ordinary life. 
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That task is part of the meaning of Advent, 

the holy season that begins today. 

 

II. 

The word “advent” is derived from the Latin adventus, 

which means “coming.” 

 

This first season of the liturgical year focuses on the two comings of Christ: 

his First Coming or Incarnation, 

and his Second Coming or Parousia. 

 

Generally speaking, 

the first part of Advent highlights the Second Coming. 

 

The second part of Advent highlights the first coming, 

and leads into the commemoration of the Incarnation at Christmas. 

 

The Advent season expresses the state of our existence, 

that we live in between the two comings of Christ: 

 

The Savior has already come among us, 

but he has yet to return. 

 

The Second Coming will be the fulfilment of God’s grand design for the universe: 

the resurrection of all the dead, 

the general judgment, 

and the restoration of the whole cosmos so that it radiates divine goodness. 

 

How we live and what we do now contributes to the fulfillment of the divine plan. 

 

The readings, prayers, and rites of Advent instruct us on how to approach life: 

by being aware, alert, and prepared. 

 

Christ exhorts in the Gospel: 

 

“Stay awake! 

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.  
Be sure of this: if the master of the house 
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had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, 

he would have stayed awake 

and not let his house be broken into. 

So too, you also must be prepared, 

for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” 

 

The Collect or opening prayer for this First Sunday of Advent 

provides a beautiful image for Advent. 

 

We don’t just “sit around,” 

passively waiting for Christ to come again. 

 

Instead, we ask God to, 

 

 “Grant… the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 

 with righteous deeds at his coming, 

 so that… [we] may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.” 

 

We also have the Advent wreath, 

which we will bless shortly. 

 

This is the Church’s calendar for the season. 

 

The wreath, in a way, expresses the two comings of Christ 

and the time frame of our lives, 

in the sense of what is ultimate and what we do daily. 

 

The evergreens, as the name implies, 

represents eternity; 

the candles mark the passage of time through the four weeks of the season. 

 

In the Second Reading, 

St. Paul urges us to, 

 

“Awake from sleep. 

For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; 

the night is advanced, the day is at hand. 

Let us then throw off the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light.” 
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Here are concrete recommendations for how to celebrate Advent— 

how to live out our Christian lives as we await the Second Coming. 

 

Seven is the number of fullness, 

so let’s go with seven suggestions: 

 

1. Receive the sacrament of Penance before Christmas. 

 

There are lots of extra opportunities during advent. 

 

2. Pray the Angelus daily.  

 

Or, go for broke, and pray it the traditional three times each day: morning, 

noon, and evening. 

 

3. Take an ornament from the Advent Giving Tree  

and purchase a gift for a child in need. 

 

4. Attend daily Mass sometime during the week. 

 

5. Attend Eucharistic adoration on Tuesday evenings, 

especially the parish’s monthly holy hour, 

which will be on December 13. 

 

6. Take five or ten minutes to ponder the Sunday Gospel reading, 

and what it means for your life. 

 

7. Reach out to someone who has been away from Mass, 

listening to their concerns and encouraging him or her to return. 

 

III. 

I’m looking forward to hosting you at an open house at the rectory on January 5th.  

 

That’s also a deadline, 

reminding me that I have to get my work there done, 

even as I have responsibilities here in the parish. 

 

We live for eternity even as we live in time. 

 

Christ is coming—and he’s already among us. 


