
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

 

December 11, 2022 

 

Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10 • James 5:7–10 • Matthew 11:2–11 

 

I. 

Yesterday, a beautiful ordination took place here. 

 

Father Armando Herrera became the newest priest of the Diocese of Richmond  

and a future military chaplain. 

 

The church was full,  

there were beautiful flowers,  

and the music was mellifluous. 

 

The festivities carried over to a reception across the street. 

 

It was a happy and wonderful day. 

 

And then, as it must happen, 

the reception ends, the people go home, and the clean-up begins. 

 

We also remember the difficulties that surround us: 

in the world, in our country, in the Church, and in our lives. 

 

For example, the ongoing war in Ukraine;  

the two recent mass shootings here in Virginia; 

that Mass attendance that remains lower than it was before the pandemic; 

and that there are many things to get done before Christmas, 

which is now just two weeks away. 

 

And tomorrow the new priest celebrates his first Mass, 

and then he gets to work, 

carrying out pastoral duties. 

 

II. 

This experience of joy and celebration,  

amid preoccupation and ongoing work, 

is the focus of the readings and prayers for today’s Mass. 
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It’s the Third Sunday of Advent, 

traditionally known as Gaudete or “rejoice” Sunday. 

 

This Latin name is derived from today’s Entrance Antiphon, 

drawn from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians: 

 

 “Rejoice [Gaudete] in the Lord; 

  again I say, rejoice [gaudete]. 

 Indeed, the Lord is near.” 

 

As a sign of joy, 

rose-colored vestments may be worn; 

the rose candle is lit on the Advent wreath; 

more flowers may adorn the sanctuary; 

and the music is more festive. 

 

Through all of these liturgical symbols, 

the Church is making a proclamation: 

 

“Rejoice because Christmas— 

the celebration of Christ’s birth— 

is drawing near, 

but it’s not here yet.” 

 

Tomorrow the rose vestments must be put away. 

 

After the dismissal for today’s Mass, 

that Recessional Hymn will return us to the usual tenor of the Advent season. 

 

There’s something more. 

 

This anticipation of joy expressed today is meant to be applied to our lives. 

 

In this regard, 

the collect or opening prayer for today’s Mass is instructive. 

 

It includes both yearning for what is to come 

and present rejoicing: 
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“O God… 

enable us to attain the joys of so great a salvation— 

that something in the future— 

and celebrate them always—that’s something in the present— 

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.” 

 

In other words, 

salvation— 

our individual salvation and the completion of God’s plan for the universe— 

is already underway. 

 

We can rejoice in that reality, 

but we’re also mindful that God has more to do in us and through us. 

 

The Christian attitude is to rejoice amid ongoing and unfinished work. 

 

That conviction changes our expectations, 

and how we go about daily life. 

 

The Gospel is about expectations of John the Baptist regarding the Messiah  

or Christ, who is Jesus. 

 

Some of John’s expectations are fulfilled; 

others must be adjusted or discarded. 

 

Christ is doing some impressive works: 

for example, teaching and healing. 

 

Christ indicates that his works do indicate that he is the Messiah, 

as John surmises. 

 

But not all of John’s expectations are being met; 

for example, that the Messiah would launch a fiery apocalyptic judgment. 

 

So Jesus says, 

“Blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” 

 

In other words, 

“Blessed is the person who allows me to fully be who I am.” 
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The works that Christ has done are wonderful, 

but even more important things will come: 

his passion, death, and resurrection. 

 

Then the question of expectations then shifts to us. 

 

Christ praises John for his role not only as a prophet, 

but as the messenger who prepared the way for Jesus. 

 

But this work, as great as it is, 

pales in comparison to what Jesus is doing—for us: 

 

 “Among those born of women  

there has been none greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

Those in the kingdom of heaven include us. 

 

The kingdom of heaven has begun but it’s not yet complete. 

 

We’re on our way, 

and this confidence spurs us to draw even closer to God, 

who is already very close to us 

 

An encouragement then: 

keep going—going deeper in our spiritual lives— 

as Christmas approaches. 

 

Consider attending the monthly holy hour on Tuesday, 

or the lessons and carols on Friday, 

and the Sacrament of Penance sometime in the next two weeks. 

 

All the while, 

rejoice now— 

because Christ will do even more in our lives. 

 

 

 

 


