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I. 
As is customary for new year’s, 
there have been many year-in-review reports in the news, 
and plenty of lists about the most notable books, movies, and events of 2022. 
 
I was pleased to see the “Top Gun” movie sequel on those lists. 
 
It was a thrill to see it in the theater. 
 
I thought it was a worthwhile film, 
and substantive than the original. 
 
In my opinion, 
the original was mostly razzle-dazzle action— 
a story about the “fastest gun in the west,” 
as the title suggests. 
 
The other elements of the plot were secondary. 
 
But the sequel was different. 
 
It was a compelling story about friendship,  
letting go of the past,  
accepting limitations, 
and moving forward in life. 
 
It also had lots of action sequences, 
but these were now secondary. 
 
It’s rare that a sequel surpasses the original. 
 
Sometimes there isn’t a sequel to a movie, 
or shouldn’t be. 
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II. 
Today’s Gospel is interesting because it provides a sequel. 
 
The passage narrates what happened after Christ’s birth in the stable: 
 

“The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph,   
and the infant lying in the manger.” 

 
It’s worth asking why the author of the Gospel  
didn’t just end his account at the birth of Christ. 
 
Why a sequel? 
 
It’s there to demonstrate the fulfillment of God’s plan. 
 
First, the shepherds encounter what the angel had told them about the Savior. 
 
Second, the shepherds begin to proclaim this gospel or “good news”: 
 

“They made known the message   
that had been told them about this child.” 

 
Third, Christ receives the name given him at his conception: 
 

“When eight days were completed for his circumcision,   
he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel   
before he was conceived in the womb.” 

 
Regarding that last point, 
this is why we read this Gospel today, 
on the octave or eight day of Christmas. 
 
Today’s feast commemorates both the motherhood of Mary  
and the circumcision of Christ. 
 
The Gospel also mentions two responses to the fulfillment that is unfolding: 
amazement at the shepherds’ report, 
and Mary’s pondering: 
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“Mary kept all these things,   
reflecting on them in her heart.” 

 
Mary, it seems, is reflecting on the fulfillment of God’s design, 
through her and around her. 
 
We’re not told if God ever intervened in Mary’s life after the Annunciation, 
whether he ever again spoke directly to her. 
 
It doesn’t matter because Mary had already heard everything she needed to, 
and she had already given her whole life over to God. 
 
Her reflection unpacks these events that were announced, 
and helps her to perceive the fulfillment of God’s promises. 
 
God kept his word just as Mary did. 
 
The Christmas season is the celebration of the Incarnation: 
God’s coming among us in Christ. 
 
The Incarnation itself look forward to fulfillment, 
because it’s only the first step of the salvation that Christ will achieve. 
 
That achievement will take place with his passion, death, and resurrection, 
which we celebrate each year during Lent and Easter. 
 
And salvation still has one more chapter: 
the Parousia or Second Coming of Christ, 
which is our focus during Advent. 
 
In other words, 
the child in the manger will grow and develop. 
 
As Christians, 
we also are meant to grow and develop in our faith, 
as we walk our pilgrimage to heaven. 
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III. 
Each new year holds the prospect of fulfilment. 
 
We can think of new-year’s resolutions. 
 
Mary is the first and perfect disciple, 
and the model for fulfillment in the new year. 
 
Here’s a thought for us at the beginning of 2023: 
we, too, can lead a holy life,  
come what may. 
 
We can always say “yes” to God, 
whatever our circumstances might be. 
 
Based on today’s reading, 
prayer is an “anchor” for the Virgin Mary. 
 
It’s the anchor of her relationship with God, 
and the anchor of her family—the Holy Family. 
 
Prayer isn’t Mary’s escape hatch from the difficulties of life. 
 
Instead, it allows her to perceive the deeper purpose of God, 
even as she provides shelter for her Son in a stable. 
 
Prayer is power for perseverance. 
 
Life doesn’t have to be perfect in order for us to be holy. 
 
It only requires a generous response to God. 
 
Like the response Mary gave each day of her life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


