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I. 
It was a historic occasion for the Catholic Church this week: 
the funeral of a pope emeritus, Benedict XVI (r. 2005–2013). 
 
On Wednesday evening, 
Bishop Knestout celebrated a beautiful memorial Mass for Pope Benedict, 
with a good turnout of priests, deacons, and lay faithful. 
 
As your parish priest, 
I can say that we gave Pope Benedict a good send-off. 
 
Significantly for us, 
there are many symbols of the popes in this church. 
 
For more than a century, 
they have been vivid marks of Catholic identity in a non-Catholic area: 
 
There is the stained-glass window and marble statue of St. Peter, the first pope. 
 
The coats of arms in the barrel vault of the nave  
belong to the four popes who reigned  
from the laying of the Cathedral’s cornerstone, in 1903,  
to its 25th anniversary, in 1931. 
 
Among those popes is Pope Benedict’s predecessor and namesake,  
Benedict XV (r. 1914–1922). 
 
The two papal coats of arms in the sanctuary  
commemorate the dedication of the Cathedral, in 1906,  
and its 50th anniversary, in 1956. 
 
In the ambulatory,  
the coat of arms of Benedict XVI commemorates the Cathedral’s centenary, 
which took place during his pontificate. 
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I’ve been thinking this week about the final words spoken by Pope Benedict, 
on his deathbed:  
 
“Lord, I love you.” 
 
II. 
That statement encapsulates the life and career of Joseph Ratzinger— 
Benedict XVI—  
the 265th successor of St. Peter. 
 
What a stupendous final teaching from this man, 
who will be remembered as a great teacher of the faith! 
 
That statement is also a statement about the purpose of each person’s life. 
 
Whether someone is pope or poor, 
life begins—and ends—in the same, simple way: 
fragile, vulnerable, and dependent on the help of others. 
 
In between that beginning and end, 
we can get lost by living only for ourselves. 
 
Whatever gifts, talents, resources, and opportunities we have  
are meant to affirm the goodness and dignity of all people. 
 
In that way, 
these things point to their origin and ultimate purpose: God. 
 
These things are meant to be “stars” that guide us, 
like the star who guided the magi in today’s gospel. 
 
That star was an impressive astronomical phenomenon, 
but it seems—fittingly— 
to have been “eclipsed” by its origin and purpose,  
who is Christ. 
 
We never hear about the star  
once it had done its work and guided the wise men: 
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“Behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,  
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star,  
and on entering the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother. 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.” 
 
The homage rendered by the magi is a compelling witness for us: 
 

“They opened their treasures  
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 

 
The best of who we are comes from God and belongs to him. 
 
That worship—living supremely for him— 
is a witness that radiates outward, 
beckoning others to follow. 
 
Today’s feast of the Epiphany is about big things— 
the ultimate questions in life and the eternal answers. 
 
The term “epiphany” means “manifestation” or “revelation”— 
the revelation of truth. 
 
The visit of the magi reveals a beautiful truth:  
the love of God manifested in Christ, 
who is the Savior of all people, Jew and Gentile. 
 
This is the profound insight that St. Paul expresses in the Second Reading, 
and it is the purpose of his life: 
 

“The mystery was made known to me by revelation. … 
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, 
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” 

 
This awareness is meant to shape a Christian’s whole life,  
day in and day out. 
 
Pope Benedict put it so eloquently in his first encyclical  
or letter to the whole Church, written in 2005: 
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“We have come to believe in God’s love: 
in these words the Christian can express the fundamental decision of his life.  
Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea,  
but the encounter with an event, a person,  
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” 
(Deus caritas est, no. 1). 
 
III. 
The magi, we’re told, 
“departed for their country by another way.” 
 
This was because they had been warned to avoid the machinations of King Herod. 
 
But it also means that they returned home differently; 
they were different for having encountered the Christ child. 
 
The child in the manger is the Savior. 
 
He grows and develops; 
he dies on the Cross and is raised from the dead. 
 
And he gives his life to us, the Church. 
 
That’s the meaning of the Eucharist, 
our greatest treasure. 
 
We also leave here differently— 
because we too have encountered Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


