
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

January 22, 2023 

 

Isaiah 8:23–9:3 • 1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17 • Matthew 4:12–23 

 

I. 

 

This past week, 

the oldest person in the world died: 

Sr. Andre Randon, a French nun. 

 

She was 118 years old. 

 

Sr. Andre was born on February 11, 1904. 

 

At that time, 

the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was still being built. 

 

Theodore Roosevelt lived in the White House. 

 

Sr. Andre was a baptized a Protestant and became a Catholic at age 19. 

 

At age 40, 

she made her profession as a Daughter of Charity. 

 

That order of nuns was founded by St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marilac. 

 

By the way, 

the Daughters of Charity and St. Vincent de Paul  

are depicted in one of the stained-glass windows of the nave. 

 

The Daughters of Charity were the first women religious  

in the Diocese of Richmond. 

 

They arrived in 1834 and opened a school and orphanage  

connected to what is the Pro-Cathedral of St. Peter. 
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II. 

 

Sr. Andre’s long lifespan carries a sense of fulfillment. 

 

She said the following about the prospect of dying during the pandemic: 

 

 “I wasn’t scared because I wasn’t scared to die ... 

I’m happy to be with you,  

but I would wish to be somewhere else— 

[to] join my big brother and my grandfather and my grandmother.”  

 

We can sense the prospect of fulfillment in today’s Gospel.  

 

This passage narrates the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

 

We commemorated Christ’s birth at Christmas; 

Lent and Easter will focus on his passion, death, resurrection, and ascension. 

 

In the meantime, 

we focus on Christ’s public ministry.  

 

That ministry was a time fulfilment  

because of what God would accomplish through him. 

 

The evangelist Matthew tells us that, 

 

 “[Jesus] left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, 

in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet 

might be fulfilled.” 

 

There is also a sense of fulfilment in Jesus’ message: 

 

 “From that time on, 

  Jesus began to preach and say, 

  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 

 

Still at the beginning of this new year, 

we can think about the fulfillment of our lives. 
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Fulfillment takes place over time, 

in countless situations and decisions. 

 

In that regard, 

the structure of today’s Gospel is interesting. 

 

First, we have statements of fulfilment. 

 

These are followed by an overview of Jesus’ public ministry: 

 

“He went around all of Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues,  

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, 

and curing every disease and illness among the people.” 

 

Then there is some specificity. 

 

Jesus calls the first apostles: 

Peter and Andrew, and James and John. 

 

It’s something for us to think about: 

 

Jesus doesn’t just preach in general; 

he also calls people personally, 

inviting them to become his disciples. 

 

This calling is adapted to the specific circumstances of people’s lives.  

 

In the case of the first apostles, 

the call to discipleship is framed in terms they can readily understand: 

 

 “Come after me, 

  and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

Today, I’d like to highlight how we can hear the Gospel proclamation  

and the specific call to discipleship in our own lives. 

 

Today, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

is the Sunday of the Word of God. 
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Pope Francis instituted this feast in 2019. 

 

He explained that the purpose was to devote one Sunday  

to the written word of God 

in order to help the Church encounter Christ more profoundly: 

 

“The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers  

and sacred Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians.  

Without the Lord who opens our minds to them,  

it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth” 

(Aperuit illis, no. 1). 

 

This principle is similar to the combination of Jesus’ proclamation  

and his call to discipleship. 

 

The personal encounter makes the general proclamation come alive. 

 

In the written word of God—the Bible— 

we can encounter Christ  

and deepen our relationship with him. 

 

The Second Vatican Council taught that Christ, 

“is present in his word,  

since it is he himself who speaks  

when the holy scriptures are read in the Church” 

(Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 7). 

 

Reading the Bible—praying with Scripture— 

is a great way to encounter Christ. 

 

It’s something every Catholic can readily do, 

and I recommend it: 

 

Read and reflect on the Sunday Gospel. 

 

You can find it online for free. 

 

Each day, read the passage a few times and then ponders its meaning for you. 

 

It only takes five or ten minutes. 
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You’ll be coming to Mass more prepared, 

and will see some beautiful fruits in your life. 

 

III. 

 

When we read the scriptures at Mass, 

conclude those readings with acclamations that express their importance. 

 

“The word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God.” 

 

“The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

These are deeply meaningful phrases. 

 

They mean that Christ is here,  

at work in our lives. 

 

They mean that today is the time of fulfillment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


