
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

 

December 17, 2022 

 

Isaiah 7:10–14 • Romans 1:1–7 • Matthew 1:18–24 

 

I. 
Another anecdote from the process of moving and unpacking. 

 

I had to get a new table lamp after a light bulb got stuck in the old one, 

so I scrolled through Amazon to see what was available. 

 

I settled on a blue Tiffany-style banker’s lamp, 

which I thought would be a nice homage to the Cathedral. 

 

The original stained-glass windows in this church were in that Art Nouveau style, 

which was popular at the turn of the twentieth century. 

 

There are two small original stained-glass windows in the nave, 

about midway down, 

and then several larger original windows in the sacristy. 

 

(The current windows in the nave were installed for the golden jubilee in 1956.) 

 

II. 

The Cathedral looked very different on the day of its dedication than it does today. 

 

It’s a reminder that human beings live in history. 

 

We are limited by time, 

and culture and activity are constantly changing. 

 

The Son of God entered this limited, created reality  

in the course of becoming human, 

as we hear in today’s Gospel. 

 

The reading begins like this: 

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.” 
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God enters the world through the cooperation of human beings— 

two saints: 

 

“When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,  

but before they lived together,  

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Both the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph generously responded to God, 

and in that way made home for Christ. 

 

In today’s reading,  

from the Gospel of Matthew, 

St. Joseph is the star. 

 

(In the Christmas story in the Gospel of Luke, 

Mary is the protagonist.) 

 

St. Joseph did what God asked of him. 

 

He did what he could, 

and he did it generously. 

 

This is what God was looking for: 

a human family—a home—for his Son. 

 

What is said about St. Joseph at the end of today’s Gospel  

is the summary of his whole saintly life: 

 

“When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him.”   

 

St. Joseph was a strong and principled man, 

and he used both his head and his heart: 

 

“Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 

yet unwilling to expose her to shame,  

decided to divorce her quietly.” 

 

Here, Joseph was doing the right thing, 

based on the information he had. 
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This principle applies to all of life: 

 

We have to make the best decisions we can, 

based on the information we have,  

and we have limited time to make those decisions. 

 

God built on the foundation of St. Joseph’s character  

in order to do something extraordinary. 

 

God intervened because his Son was conceived in an extraordinary way, 

and Christ needed to enter the world in order to save it: 

 

“Joseph, son of David,  

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 

For it is through the Holy Spirit  

that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

 

St. Joseph teaches us that limited, sinful people—each of us— 

are capable of great things. 

 

The key is to imitate St. Joseph’s example: 

 

To do what God asks of us in our own, limited circumstances, 

and according to our imperfect abilities. 

 

God will do the rest. 

 

We’re blessed to have two beautiful images of St. Joseph here in the church: 

a marble statue and stained-glass window in the south transept. 

 

These are vivid reminders of how to lead a holy life. 

 

To do all that we can when we can. 

 

Our lives are limited. 

 

But God’s power is infinite. 


