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I. 
On Christmas Eve 1914,  
something remarkable took place 
along the Western Front during World War I. 
 
It happened in Bois de Ploegsteert, Belgium. 
 
Amid the misery, squalor, and violence of trench warfare, 
German soldiers began singing Christmas carols around 10:00 p.m. 
 
The British soldiers in their trenches responded by also singing. 
 
Then a German soldier called out in English, 
“Come over here.” 
 
A British sergeant replied, 
“You come halfway; I come halfway.” 
 
So, they met in No Man’s Land. 
 
Other soldiers followed, 
and soon handshakes and greetings were exchanged, 
along with cigarettes and wine,  
and there was more singing. 
 
II. 
In this Christmas Truce,  
as the event is called, 
we see the best and worst of humanity. 
 
The violence and destruction that human beings are capable of, 
and how the Savior can bring about reconciliation and peace. 
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“I proclaim to you good news of great joy  
that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David  
a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” 

 
That remarkable scene along the Western Front was brought about  
by the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 
Likewise, 
the grandeur in this church reflects,  
over the course of 2,000 years, 
that great event. 
 
The reflection began with the shepherds who heard the angelic proclamation  
and then went to Bethlehem. 
 
There is a juxtaposition and paradox to Christmas: 
the meeting of heaven and earth,  
the union of God and man. 
 
The joining of those two things is as unlikely  
as that meeting along the Western Front. 
 
First, there is the divine aspect of Christmas. 
 
An angel appears in glory, 
announcing the birth of God’s Son. 
 
There is also the human aspect of Christmas. 
 
The shepherds are nobodies. 
 
And the manifestation of the great event announced by the angel is unremarkable. 
 
Its humility defies typical human expectations regarding a savior: 
 

“This will be a sign for you:  
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes  
and lying in a manger.” 
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A helpless baby laying in a feeding trough. 
 
How can an infant possibly save humanity? 
 
Still, the crèche beckons. 
 
The shepherds—and all of us— 
are prompted to go deeper, 
to ponder what all of this means. 
 
Because the sign can be mistaken. 
 
The crèche means that God has come to earth. 
 
Christmas is not just the historical remembrance of Jesus’ birth. 
 
It’s a commemoration—a liturgical celebration— 
of the Incarnation: 
 
That in Jesus Christ,  
God became fully human while remaining fully divine. 
 
This means that the Son of God shared our humanity completely, 
except for sin. 
 
That is why, tonight,  
we will kneel and pause as we recall those stupendous words of the Creed:  
 
“And by the Holy Spirit [he] was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man.” 
 
God saves us by becoming one of us. 
 
He is born so that he can die and be raised for our sins. 
 
Through apparent weakness, 
he absorbs even death, 
bringing it to an end. 
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There’s something more: 
Christ makes humanity once again capable of sharing in divinity. 
 
So, the Incarnation is a two-way street: 
 
God not only shares in human weakness; 
now human beings, beginning with Christ, can be joined to God. 
 
III. 
That God has come among us sparks wonder and even bewilderment. 
 
That’s the reason for those sublime Christmas carols we treasure, 
and for the beautiful Christmas decorations. 
 
But, to use a military analogy, 
sometimes the Church’s “supply lines” become stretched too thin 
during the march of history. 
 
Humanity, including Christians, can lose touch with God. 
 
We may wonder why we’re here on Christmas. 
 
Maybe it’s nostalgia,  
or pressure from a family member or friend— 
or a desire for something deeper in life. 
 
Christmas is an opportunity to get the “supply lines” back on track, 
to reconnect with God. 
 
The key is to follow the shepherds. 
 
A good way to do that is to spend some quiet time in front of a crèche, 
and to read the brief story of the Nativity, 
pondering its meaning. 
 
That reflection leads to Bethlehem, meaning the source— 
Jesus Christ himself. 
 
He is present in the holy Eucharist, the Mass. 
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The “stable” now is the altar and the tabernacle. 
 
The Christ Child waits for us, 
in order to transform our lives and bring them to fulfillment, 
in both subtle and remarkable ways. 
 

“Glory to God in the highest 
          and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
Merry Christmas. 


